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one man who had ever been in near touch with Jesus. No wonder Jesus loved him, for what Jesus loved was fellowship in thought, not adoration merely, nor obedience. " Whoever doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my mother, and my brother." It is the Father's will that we acquire wisdom. This disciple alone desired to see the inward light within the outer covering ; he alone was able to see it. Perhaps sometimes Jesus himself told him, knowing he would understand, that there was no casting pearls before swine in telling him ; often he understood without explanation. His heart held echoes to the voice of Jesus. Yet his narrative, too, required thought and sifting to understand. Sometimes I think he, like the others, was apt to state as fact what never existed but figuratively, the prayer of Jesus to God when he was on the way to raise Lazarus from his trance, for instance ; he wanted to explain his view of Jesus, and did so in this way. He is also very fond of narrating trivial events in order to fulfil prophecy. For he, too, was a Jew and could not get away from the root idea that miracle, not wisdom, constituted truth. It was written too when the author was an old man and his memory treacherous.
Still, the beginning of his Gospel remains the clearest and most perfect expression of the profound essential truth of Jesus and of the world that has ever been